Guelph conference focuses on pesticide regulations


More than 100 golf course superintendents hungry for knowledge about Canada’s rapidly changing pesticide regulations attended the University of Guelph 2011 Turfgrass Symposium. 

The symposium, which was held Nov. 25 at the Cutten Club, formerly known as Cutten Fields, included panels on workshops on such topics as the 2012 pesticide disclosure requirements and public meetings. 

That workshop was conducted by Violet Van Wassenaer, an integrated pest management specialist with the Ontario Ministry of Environment, Pam Charbonneau of the provincial Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, and Tim O’Connor, president of O’Connor Golf Communications. 

Another panel, hosted by Katerina Jordan, Ph.D., of the University of Guelph, superintendent Marc Brooks of Stone Tree Golf and Fitness Club in Owen Sound, Ontario, and Cameron Harrington, Ph.D., of Syngenta Crop Protection Canada, discussed the scientific merits and effectiveness of integrated pest management systems. 

The program also included a discussion on the current state of the general economy in Ontario and throughout Canada and how it is affecting the country’s golf industry. 

John Bladon, agronomist and president of The Chimera Group, told attendees that golf courses waste too much time and resources in the construction and maintenance of bunkers and horticultural aesthetics that he said are “bankrupting the game.” 

Often, balancing the demands of golfers and government can be a slippery slope for golf course superintendents, especially in Canada, which has stricter laws than the United States. 

Looming pesticide regulations in Canada ban the use of some types of pesticides beginning next year. Though the bans do not apply to golf, superintendents who manage golf courses must adhere to stricter pesticide-use reporting guidelines so that the industry remains exempt from such bans. 

Among the solutions posed by researchers at the symposium was a regimen of reduced mowing frequency, raising height of cut and frequent lightweight rolling, which when combined, according to research conducted at Michigan State University, the University of Tennessee and the University of Arkansas, can result in a healthier and naturally more disease-resistant plant as well as a truer putting surface.
